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safe in Rome.    Immediately on the death of the Em-
Death of      peror, the embers of the old hostility broke
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throne only through the awe of the imperial power, at
the will of Charlemagne's successor, Louis the Pious.

There was a manifest conflict, during his later years,
in the court, in the councils, in the mind of Charle-
magne, between the King of the Franks and the
Emperor of the West; between the dissociating, inde-
pendent Teutonic principle, and the Roman principle
of one code, one dominion, one sovereign. The Church,
though Teutonic in descent, was Roman in the senti-
ment of unity. The great churchmen were mostly
against the division of the Empire. The Empire was
still one and supreme. The vigorous impulse given to
the monarchical authority by its founder maintained for
a few years the majesty of his son's throne. That unity
had been threatened by the proclaimed divi-
sion of the realm between the sons of Charle-
magne. The old Teutonic usage of equal distribution
seemed doomed to prevail over the august unity of the
Roman Empire. What may appear more extraordinary,
the kingdom of Italy was the inferior appanage: it car-
ried not with it the Empire, which was still to retain a
certain supremacy ; that was reserved for the Teutonic
sovereign. It might seem as if this were but the con-
tinuation of the Lombard kingdom, which Charlemagne
still held by the right of conquest. It was bestowed on
Pepin; after his death intrusted to Bernhard, Pepin's
Illegitimate but only son. Wiser counsels prevailed.
The two elder sons of Charlemagne died without issue;
A rii sis -^ou*s ^e tiurd so& was summoned from his
kingdom of Aquitaine, and solemnly crowned
tit AJx-la-Chapelle, as successor to the whole Empire.